
 No. 141, Original 

________________________________________________________ 

IN THE 
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

_________________________________________________________ 

STATE OF TEXAS, 
 

            Plaintiff, 
v. 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO and STATE OF 
COLORADO, 

 
      Defendants. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE IN ORAL ARGUMENT BY AMICUS CURIAE El PASO 
COUNTY WATER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 1 

____________________________________________________________ 

 COMES NOW El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 1 (“EPCWID”) and 

respectfully requests to participate in oral argument on the State of New Mexico’s Motion to 

Dismiss Texas’ Complaint and the United States’ Complaint-in-Intervention (“Motion to 

Dismiss”), on the basis of its BRIEF OF AMICUS CURIAE EL PASO COUNTY WATER 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 1 IN SUPPORT OF STATE OF TEXAS AND UNITED 

STATES IN OPPOSITION TO NEW MEXICO’S MOTION TO DISMISS TEXAS’ 

COMPLAINT AND THE UNITED STATES’ COMPLAINT IN INTERVENTION and 

EPCWID’s Motion for Leave to Intervene, and as grounds therefor states as follows: 

1.  The State of New Mexico filed a Motion to Dismiss on April 30, 2014. 

2.  EPCWID, as Amicus Curiae, filed a brief in opposition of that motion on June 16, 

2014, pursuant to Sup.Ct.R.37, a copy of which is attached. 
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3.  EPCWID is one of the two direct beneficiaries of the Rio Grande Project, which 

Project depends on water delivered under the Rio Grande Compact into the Elephant 

Butte Reservoir in New Mexico.  This suit was brought by the State of Texas 

pursuant to the Rio Grande Compact.  See, e.g. Texas’ Complaint at ¶¶18 and 20. 

4.  On April 22, 2015, EPCWID’s Motion for Leave to Intervene was filed in the 

Supreme Court, and a copy thereof was provided to the Special Master on April 23, 

2015. 

5.  On April 27, 2015 Elephant Butte Irrigation District’s previously filed motion to 

intervene was referred by the Supreme Court to the Special Master.  It would seem 

probable that the Supreme Court will also refer EPCWID’s Motion for Leave to 

Intervene to the Special Master. 

6.  Accordingly, EPCWID is both an Amicus Curiae and an incipient party whose 

interest herein is not represented or protected by any of the parties or amici curiae.   

7.  In order for the Special Master to acquire a complete understanding of the legal 

and factual issues in this extraordinarily complex case, it will be essential that all of 

the amici curiae, as well as the States of Texas, New Mexico and Colorado, 

participate fully and equally in oral argument whether on the pending New Mexico 

Motion to Dismiss or any other issue which comes before the Special Master. 

 WHEREFORE, El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 1 respectfully requests 

to be allowed to participate in oral argument in support of the State of Texas and the United 

States in opposition to New Mexico’s Motion to Dismiss Texas’ Complaint and the United 

States’ Complaint in Intervention, for a time equal to that allowed for the parties. 
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      Respectfully Submitted, 

      JAMES M. SPEER, JR.* 
      300 East Main Street, Suite 1032 
      El Paso, Texas 79901 
      915-534-7393 
      jmspeer@htg.net 
 
      MARIA O’BRIEN 
      SARAH M. STEVENSON 
      MODRALL, SPERLING, ROEHL, HARRIS & SISK, P.A. 
      500 Fourth Street N.W., Suite 1000 
      Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 
      505-848-1800 
      mobrien@modrall.com 
      sstevenson@modrall.com 
 
      *Counsel of Record 
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_________________________________________________________ 

STATE OF TEXAS, 
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v. 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO and STATE OF 
COLORADO, 

 
      Defendants. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
____________________________________________________________ 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the Request to Participate in Oral 
Argument by Amicus Curiae El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 1, was served 
upon counsel by electronic mail and/or first class mail, on the 28th day of April, 2015. 

 
Stuart L. Somach*     ssomach@somachlaw.com 
Andrew M. Hitchings     ahitchings@somachlaw.com 
Robert B. Hoffman     rhoffman@somachlaw.com 
Francis M. “Mac” Goldsberry II   mgoldsberry@somachlaw.com 
Somach Simmons & Dunn, PC 
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Elizabeth M. Spence     espence@somachlaw.com 
Senior Paralegal 
 
Sarah A. Bond*     sbond@nmag.gov 
Stephen R. Farris 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
State of New Mexico 
P.O. Drawer 1508 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
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Hector Balderas     hbalderas@nmag.gov 
Attorney General 
State of New Mexico 
P.O. Drawer 1508 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Chad M. Wallace*     chad.wallace@state.co.us 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Karen M. Kwon     karen.kwon@state.co.us 
First Assistant Attorney General 
Preston V. Hartman     preston.hartman@state.co.us 
Assistant Attorney General 
Colorado Department of Law 
1300 Broadway, 7th Floor 
Denver, CO 80203 
Nan B. Edwards     nan.edwards@state.co.us 
Paralegal 
 
James M. Dubois*     james.dubois@usdoj.gov 
R. Lee Leininger     lee.leininger@usdoj.gov 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Environment & Natural Resources Div. 
999 18th Street 
South Terrace - Suite 370 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
Donald B. Verrilli, Jr.     supremectbriefs@usdoj.gov 
Solicitor General 
Ann O’Connell 
Assistant to Solicitor General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 
 
Stephen M. Macfarlane    stephen.macfarlane@usdoj.gov 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Environment & Natural Resources Division 
501 I Street, Suite 9-700 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Andrew S. “Drew” Miller    dmiller@kempsmith.com 
Kemp Smith LLP 
816 Congress Ave., Suite 1260 
Austin, TX 78701 
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Jay F. Stein*      jfstein@newmexicowaterlaw.com 
James C. Brockmann 
Seth R. Fullerton 
Stein & Brockmann, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2067 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
 
Harry S. Connelly, Jr.     cityattorney@las-cruces.org 
Marcia B. Driggers 
City of Las Cruces 
City Attorney’s Office 
P.O. Box 2000 
Law Cruces, NM 88004 
 
Douglas G. Caroom*     dcaroom@bickerstaff.com 
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP 
2711 S. MoPac Expressway 
Building One, Suite 300 
Austin, TX 78746 
 
A. Gregory Grimsal     Original.141@gordonarata.com 
Special Master 
Gordon, Arata, McCollam, Duplantis & Eagan, LLC 
201 St. Charles Avenue 
Suite 4000 
New Orleans, LA 71070-4000 
 
 
 
 

  ____/s/_____________ 
 James M. Speer, Jr. 
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